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Weekly | Comedy: 


Humours of the AGE: 


As Daily Acted in 


— Colwn ann Country. 


To be Continued every Frid ay. 


Dramatis Perfonz. 











Levy, a Recrniting Oficer.} Venture, a Merchant. Double, @ Time-ferver. 
Hazard, a Gamefer. | |p Talley, @ Stock- Gabber. | | Bays, a Poet. 
Bite, @ ‘Shar per. § Querpo, a — . +H a Mariner. 

es Trick, a Lamy e 5 Harlem,a News- writer. 


Blunt, @ Plain. Dealer. | | Grim, an Makan. | fewgtt> Drinker. 
Whim, a Projedor. _Froth, a Punfer. Bohee, the Coffee-man. 


Note, That we fhall change our Scene from Place to Place, and vary our 
Charatters as Occafion fhall require. 
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f£ tibap December the 5th, 1707. 
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SCENE a Tavern continud. Bays, Double, Venture, and tharlgin at a Table. 
ELL, Gentlemen, fince , for Moderation in all things; but that’s | 


Bays. 
K -— have ventured to | a Vertue you Poets have feldom any | 


throw fome of my | regard to. 





Pcetical Excrements under your Nofes, Venture. I confefs that Deform’d Off 
pray be fo kind as to tell me how they | Spring that you feem to be fo Fond of, 
favour with you? was firlt Calved into the World by 


Double. They fmell a little toorank | your Party. But no fooner wag the . 


of High-Church, for my Noftrils. Iam: | Illegitimate Yue ~ and recess 
| * ut 
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but the Adulterous Pasents having an | ly the indigelted Froth of an Exuberante | 
averfion tothe Brat, drop’d it at the 


Church Door, that thofe might Main- 
tain it at theis Coft and Sorrow, whom 
you thought would Fofter the Bafard 
for its Name’s fake, fo that as foon as 
ever you found it was taken up and 
Fond!’d, tho’ you owmd your felves the 
Parents, yet you never afterwards con- 
tributed any thing tothe fupport of 
your hopeful Progeny. | 

Double. Fie; fie; Mr. Venture, did 
we not give it agood Name, call it Vir- 
| tue, Preach it up in our Meetings, ftre- 
‘ nuovfly Maintain it in all our Weekly 
Pamphlets. | 

Venture. Yes, yes: Whilft you were 
under the La/h of a Set of Honef Patriots, 
-who did not like your Proceedings and 
when yourdScribbling Infinnators,who were 
to Poyfon the People tor your Purpofe, 
-were dayly in Danger of the Old Pro- 
tefant Ruf; then nothing but Modera- 
tion was the earnelt cry of the Sazyts, 
becaufe they knew too well their own 
Practices mroftjuftly defetv’d the Refent- 
ments of Authority ; but as foon asthey 
had procurd. fuch a change of Affairs, 
as to make themfelves fate in the Holy 
work of Reformation, then every thing 
was out of Danger on their fide, and 
Moderation had turn’d it felf into a Vo- 
racious Serpent, that began unmediately 
to. Prey. upon the very Vitals of thofe 
who, thro? miltaken Ignorance, had fo 
kindly Nourifh’d the Deceitful Worm 
tn their warm Bofoms: But Heaven be 
| Praifed,. the Impoftor 1s Detecied, and 
the whole Falacy by this time pretty 
well exploded. 

Boys. But what’s all this, Gentlemen, 
to the Queftion I aik’d you? This is 
vot telling me how you like my Veries, 

Veuture. Asto my part I very well 


dull Coffee, meer Poyfon for a Poet, 


| 


: 


j 


Fancy, Elevated by nothing but a rt 


Harlem. Without any Flattery ¢o 
you, Mr. Bays, I think they are very 
applicable to the purpofe; t have known 
the tine when a Poet might have got a. 
Guinea or two by Prefenting fuch a 
Copy to a Generous Alderman of the 
right Stamp. 

Double. Should any Body give it) 
now, I fhould think a Fuol and their’ 
Money was foon parted, 

Bays. Why fo, Mr, Double, I remems 
ber you were once fo Generous, as to 
prefent me with a Guinea for a Copy! 
of Verfes upon the Birth of the Young} 
Gentleman; but I believe you have fuf. | 
fer'd that to flide out of your Memory,’ 

Donble. Lknew we fhould be plagu'd 
with nothing but your Fingles, or a 
Talk of ’em, as foon as you came into 
our Company ; I would as foon chufe. 
a Green-Bird {or a Companion, whois, 
always ringing Whittington upon his | 
Bells, as I would a Poet, who is always. 
Jabbering about his Verfes. | 

Bays. Why fo Angry, Mr. Tackabout, | 
your Weathercock Converfation is very 
much to be valu’d, indeed, wind you | 
up but with ’cother Quart, and witha 
Silver Weight a Man may make you | 
run round like.the Flyzr of a Fack, to.' 
all the Points of the Compais, either 
in Religion, or Politicks. 

Venture. ithink Mr. Bays has been 





pretty even with you now, Mr. Double. 
_ Havlem. You muift have a care, Mr. 
| Double, how you give fuch Provocatie 
ons to Men of Wit, you had as good 
take a Bear by the Tooth, as to meddle 
'with a fet, or an Author. 

| Double. I think you Poets and Aiu- 


thors, as you call your felves, are fittedt 


Company for Bookjellers and Priuters, 


apyrove of ’em, confidering they are on- | h 
| that 
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that know which way to get Money by 
you, as for my part I never got Three- 
pence by youin my Life; fo there's 
my Club to the Wine, and farwel Mr. 


Poet, and Mr. Author. 
Exit Double. 


Bays. Have a care you don't {tumble 
as you go Home upon fome New Opi- 
sion, and knotk your Con/cience out of 

oint ; for fuch an Inflable Mind is ve- 
ry fubycet to be diflocated. 

Venture. Let bim go, a good Rid. 
dance. —— But methinks, Mr, Bays, 
ron talk now more like a Surgeon than 
a Poet: In my Opinion, Dit jointing of 
Confciences, or Dillocating of Minds 
are {tretching your Terms beyond the 
Licenfe of a Poet. 

Bays. Not at all, Sir; we may talk 
like Apothecaries, if we pleafe, and can 
ju‘tifie it when we have dones for you 
never knew a Poet, or a Lawyer, tho’ in 
a Wrong Caufe without a Precedent. 

Venture. But, 1 hope, Errors are not 
to be juftify’d by Examples. 

Bays. How elfe do you thin fo ma- 
ny Great Men in all the Sczences would 
excufe their Blunders ; have not every 
Fafion in the Church their Martyrs and 
Authorities to back their Falfe Opznions, 
every Crafty Orator at the Bar the mu- 
{ty Reports of Defunct Fudges, to use as 
Crutches toa Lame Caule; every Young 
Phyfician the old Receipts of fome dead 
Worm-eaten Virtwofo, to juftifie his 
Practice, tho’ he has kill'd the Patient. 
Why, therefore, fhould. not the Nods of | 
Homer, the Slips of Horace, and the 
Levity of Marfoal, be fufhcient Prece- 
dents tor us Modern Poets to take the 
like Liberty, 

Ventuve. Then you think it allowa- 
ble, as well as common, for Men of 
Vit and Learning, to make one Error 





| pafs Mufter by the Force and Preva- 


lence of another, 

Bays. If it was not for that Advan- 
tage, the Iliterate Part of the World 
would appear lefs Guilty than the 
Learned; but when ever thefe Two 
Contend, the former mult bear the 
Blame, becaufe the Jatter are two Cun- 
ning for ’em ; the Wifer Part wilt ride, 
the others muft be ridden; Wife Men 
can fkreen their Errors, Fools mutt be 
Punnh’d for ’em. 

Venture. If Human Affairs are Can- 
vas'd after this manner, we have a fine 
Equitable World of it. 

Bays. “Lis cettainly fo as I tell you ; 
we l’cets, you muft know, are very pof- 
fitive Fellows, —— But now to make it 
more evident, viz. If a Great Man has 
Wrong’d you and you call him Knave, 
tho’ you are able to prove it,you fhall be 
Punith’d for a Saucebox, becaufe he can 
joltifie his Oppreflions by his Riches 
and his Grandure, and you are but. 
hauling a Lyon to the Stake, who will’ 
tear you to pieces, if you attempt to 
bring him within the Juftice of the 
Laws; but if a Rogue fhall Wrong you, 
who is fo far Beneath you, that: he ig 
unable to Contend , then, if you have 
as Jittle Compaihon upon him that’s 
under you, as you will commonly find 
from thofe above you, Lord bave Mercy 
upon the poor Wretch that has given you 
the advantage of bim. 

Harlem. Then I find a Man in the 
Middle Station is in the Condition of 
a Famous Feliow, calld Bully Dawfon, 
who being upbraided by a Gentleman 
for fuffering himfelf to be Kick’d by 
all the World, reply’d, You are much 
miftaken, Sir, | am only Kick'd by one half 
of the World, and the otberbalf I Kick. 

Venture, A very applicable Story.---- 


But pray, Mr. Bays, how came you te 
vary 
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vary from Learned to Great Men; I 
believe there are many Learned Men 
that are not Great, and many Great or 
Rich Men that are not Learned. 

Bays. You are all Wrong, Sir, for® 
a Poor Scholar, be he never fo well 
Learn’d, will never have the Honour to 
be thought fo till heis once Climb’d 
into Good Preferment ; and the readieft 
way to obtain it, is to Flatter a 
Wealthy Blockhead, who is able to give 
it him, till the World rings of his 
Praifes, and then, perhaps, for fear his 
Vertueemaker {hould rob him of the fine 
Feathers he has ftuck in the Fools-Cap, 
fie Provides well for him, fo then he 
may have Hangers-eon and Scycopbants 
to Trumpet about his own Excellency, 
as he did his Benefactors. 

Venture. But ftill-you muft allow, 
That Great Men are not always 
Learn’d. 

Bays. You are {till miftaken; if he 


be a Great Man, and has but Wit e- 


nough to be Generous, he may be as 
Léarned,as Fuft, as Brave and as Vertu- 
ous, as himfelt defires to be. 

_ Harlem. In the Name of the Stars 
how can that be? If he is not really pof- 
feft of thofe extraordinary Gifts; how 
can his Generojity turnith him? 

_ Venture, °Tis a Riddle to me. Pray, 
Mr. Bays, explain it. 

Bays. How do you think we Poets 
Live, but by fupplying the Deficiencies 
of Great Men? - | 

Harlem. Pray how can you fupply 
thein with what your felves oft want ? 
Befides, Vertue. and Learning are no ways 
Transterrable, but by Good InfruGions. 

Bays. Poh, poh, you Talk ftrangely, 
we Poets can inake a Whore Honeft, a 
Dowdy Fair; a Coward Brave ; an Athei/! 
Pious; a Knave Fufty a Libertine Vertu- 


— 





: 


ous; a Dunce Learned; and a Blockhead 


Witty: Nay,if he Cheats the Kingdon 


of never fo much Money, we can per. 


{wade the People to believe him as Good 


a Patriot as ever was Trufted with 


Anthority. 
Venture. But pray, Mr. Bays, what 


+ Method do you take to perforin thefe 


Wonders ? 

Bays. Only bolfter up their Reputa. 
tion with a few Flatt’rzng Dedications ; 
that’s all. 

Venture. Will fuch Grofs Adulations 
hide fuch Monfirous Infiymities, as you 
have mentioned, from the Zyes of the 
Publick. 

Bays. Moft Effectually. Mr. Harlem 
knows ’tis the Weaknefs of the Com. 
mon People to believe any thing that’s 


in Print. 

Venture. Then fure you Poets muft be 
highly in Efteem amongft the Quality, 
fince the Ladies are beholding to you 


‘for their Beauty, and the Gentlemen for 


their Bravery. : 
Bays. For your further SatisfaQion 


Pll give you this Diitich. 


Ver fe muff Immortalixe the Hero’s Name, 
The King gives Honour, but the Poet Fame, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


I€tory Cards, reprefenting in Lively Figures, 
on Curious Copper Plates, the moft Memorable 
Battles, Sieges, Skirmifhes, Sea-Fights, &c. Aifo 
the Efhigies ot the Chief Confederates drawn to 
the Lite : Together with variety of Hieroglyphicks 
drawn from the prefent Conftitution of France and 


its Monarch. The whole contriv’d not oniy to Di- 


vert the ingenious, but to hand down to Pofterity 
the Stupendious Viétories obiain’d by the Arms 
of Her Majeffy and Her Allies, under His Grace 
Fob Duke and Prince of Martdorough. Price 1s. 
Sold by #.Hov, at the Seven-Stars, in Ta/bet- 
Court, in Grace-Church Street ; 
nedr Stationers-Hall. | 


and #. Aforphey, 
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Lowden Printed.and Sold by moit Bookfellers, 1707. 
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